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Abstract

The following objectives of the research on rice seed utilization by farmers in Prakhon Chai
District, Buriram Province were (1) to study socio-economic conditions of farmers (2) to study
knowledge regarding rice seed utilization by farmers (3) to study rice seed utilization by farmers (4) to
study problems and recommendations for rice seed utilization by farmers.

The population was a number of 12,735 farmers who did their rice cultivation in the year
2012/2013 in Prakhon Chai District, Buriram Province. By purposive sampling and systematic
random sampling, 388 samples were selected. Data was collected by interview form using structured
interview. Data analysis by computer program and statistics employed were frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Findings from the study were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with the average
age at 50.07 years. Nearly two-thirds of them completed primary education. Their average experience
in rice cultivation was 29.20 years. Their average number of household members was 4.60 persons.
Their average rice cultivation area was 20.32 rai with the average rice yield 394.02 kg/rai. Most of
them were in debts and source of their capital was the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. Their receiving news on rice seed utilization was at medium level. They received
updated information mostly from individual media or agricultural volunteer. (2) Knowledge regarding
rice seed standard by farmers was at medium level while their knowledge regarding rice seed
production was found at high level. However, most of them had no knowledge regarding method to
test sprout. Nearly half of the farmers had no knowledge regarding the right way to cut off the mixed
varieties. (3) Most of the farmers planted Hom Mali Rice 105 by manually broadcasting the seeds after
soil preparation. They appeared to use rice seed continually over 3 years with ratios 27.75 kg./rai from
their own stored rice seed. The first source was purchasing from farmer fellow. (4) The most found
problems were unable to clean the harvesting and threshing tractor, complicate technology for cutting
off the mixed varieties, under standardized and expensive rice seed. Recommendations were made on
the exchange of good quality rice seed project, dissemination of knowledge regarding weedy rice
eradication, cutting off the mixed varieties and test of sprout.

Keywords: Rice Seed Utilization, Rice Seed, Prakhon Chai District, Buriram Province
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